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NEWS RELEASE

Nov. 12, 1992
UM PROFESSOR RECEIVES GRANT FOR TROPICAL TREE RESEARCH
MISSOULA University of Montana Professor Richard Sheridan will use a 1992-93 Fulbright grant to
study mangrove forests while based at the University of the West Indies in Bridgetown, Barbados.
He’ll conduct research under the American Republics Research Program from December
1992 to June 1993. His grant, administered by the U.S. Information Agency, was awarded by the J.
William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board after a national competition.
Sheridan, a botany professor in the Division of Biological Sciences, will use the grant to
continue his 10-year study of mangroves — sea water trees he says fringe about 70 percent of the
world’s tropical coastlines. The forests provide habitat for a variety of birds and mammals and are
the primary food source for near-shore fisheries. The trees also serve as a natural sea wall that
protects shorelines during hurricanes.
Through his research, he’s concluded that the trees thrive in low-nutrient sea water because
small plants growing on them secrete usable nitrogen fertilizer that supplements the small amount
of nitrogen in sea water. His upcoming research will focus on the nitrogen cycle that sustains the
forests.
Sheridan, who joined UM’s botany faculty in 1969, earned a doctorate in that field at the
University of Oregon and completed a National Institutes of Health postdoctorate fellowship in
physiology at the Scripps Institute of Oceanography in La Jolla, Calif.
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